ALFABETO ITONAMA-SARAMO 



a 


vease-"- alipi 


tierra 


land 


b 


biluhua 


vibora 


snake 


c 


capara 


mosca 


fly 


c» 


c»ala'la 


cascajo 


gravel 


ch 


c ha ma ye 


yuca 


manioc 


ch» 


ch*ahua*na 


quiere 


he wants 


d 


dajne 


quizas 


maybe 


e 


ajme^e 


hi jo 


son 


h 


huachobo 


cerco 


fence 


i 


iscoberera 


arco iris 


rainbow- 


i 


v^ase-*- inadi 


sereno 


dew 


j 


jo'naja 


ahora, hoy 


today 


1 


limisna 


dulce 


sweet 


m 


ma char a 


ala 


wing 


n 


najida 


honda 


slingshot 


o 


ojni 


^1 


he 


P 


puyululu 


trueno 


thunde r 


q 


quisije 


costura 


he sews 


q» 


q^uipala 


huevo 


egg 


r 


rododo 


barro 


mud 


s 


sohui'tya 


recto 


straight 


t 


tilajna 


crece 


he grows 


t' 


t'ere*na 


estcL triste 


he is sad 


ty 


tyujrejna 


oscuro 


dark 



^Ocurre inicial en la palabra para que tengan las 
propias silabas en cuenta. 

■'•It occurs initially in the word so that there are 
the proper number of syllables. 
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u 


ajmuhue 




nieto 


grandson 


w 


wunau 




pueblo 


village 


y 


yumani 




noche 


night 


! 


v^ase aj 


jme'e 


hi jo 


son 



^Ocurre solamente intermedia en la palabra. 
^It occurs only word-medial, 
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INTRODUCTION 
To The ITONAMA ALPHABET 

The Itonama alphabet is found on page 7. The 
following are differences in the English and the Itonama 
alphabets: 

1. All stops are unaspirated in Itonama as opposed 
to the word-initial aspirated stops in English. 

2. The j is similar to the English h. 

3. The h is similar to the English w as well as 
also being the bilabial voiced flat central frica- 
tive b-. In Itonama the w is used to express 
these two sounds only in words where the con- 
tiguous vowel is u, as in the word uwu "river". 

4. The ch is similar to the English sound ch but 
as in the Spanish alphabet it functions as a 
single letter. 

5. The r is very distinctive from the English r. It 
is the flapped voiced alveolar vibrant similar 
to the Spanish r. 

6. The c occurs preceding contiguous vocoids a 
and u. The q (always followed by u as in Eng- 
lish) occurs preceding the remaining vocoids. 
This is also true for their glottalized counter- 
parts . 

7. There are seven letters not found in the English 
alphabet. They are as follows: 

A. Vowels, 

it high close unrounded central as in the 
word alipi "land, earth" 
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B. Consonants. 

c* voiceless glottalized velar stop as in 

the word nic'abi "there" 
ch' voiceless glottalized alveopalatal stop 

as in the word uch^a'e "louse" 
q» voiceless glottalized velar stop as in 

the word q»uipala "egg" 
t* voiceless glottalized alveolar stop as 

in the word t*iyaya "boy" 
ty voiceless palatalized alveolar stop as 

in the word itye "rain" 
» glottal stop as in the word mipi'i 

"baby, child" 
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